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Neighbors fuming 


Genetic 
research 
now seeks 
diversity 


By Catherine Ho 


The evening began with samosas 
and tea and a recitation of a verse from 
the Koran, first in Arabic, then in the 
English translation. 

Then, inside the banquet hall at 
Santa Clara’s Muslim Community As- 
sociation, UCSF oncologist Pamela 
Munster asked the crowd of more than 
100 Bay Area residents: 

“Who here is worried about having 
cancer? Who’s had anyone in the fami- 
ly who had cancer? Did you ever won- 
der why?” 

As a smattering of hands went up, 
Munster continued, “We're hoping to 
provide some answers.” 

Some genetic mutations, such as 
BRCA1 and BRCAg, can be a risk factor 
for developing hereditary cancers, 
Munster explained using slides on a 
projector. 

The Friday night event, held at one of 
the largest Muslim community centers 
in California, was organized by UCSF 
and Color Genomics, a Burlingame 
company that sells DNA tests that 
analyze 30 genes linked to common 
hereditary cancers including breast, 
ovarian and pancreatic cancer. Genetic 
counselors from UCSF and Color were 
on hand to demonstrate how to use the 

Diversity continues on A8 


Marin belies 
reputation, 
looks down 
on pot shops 


By Peter Fimrite 


There was a time when Marin Coun- 
ty was a capital of cannabis hipsterism, 
a New Age outpost of ganja in a weed- 
hostile world, but when recreational 
sales of marijuana become legal Jan. 1, 
the county that rarely abstains will be 
sitting out. 

County officials recently rejected all 
10 applications for licenses to operate 
medical marijuana dispensaries. That’s 
despite the fact that nearly 70 percent of 
Marin voters approved Proposition 64, 
the 2016 initiative that legalized recre- 
ational cannabis, and that county su- 
pervisors previously passed an ordi- 
nance allowing up to four medicinal 
shops on unincorporated land. 

It turns out that many residents are 
fine with the idea of cannabis capital- 
ism, as long as it isn’t happening in their 
backyard. 

“We had significant public opposition 
from neighbors,” said Tom Lai, princi- 
pal planner and assistant director of the 

Marijuana continues on A8 


over Caltrain soot 


Liu 
———— 
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The deck of Bruce Agid’s Berry Street condominium overlooks the Caltrain station at Fourth and Townsend streets. 
Agid says that after years of complaints and community meetings on diesel dust, the trains appear to be idling less. 


Residents around station in booming Mission Bay 
eager for trains to convert from diesel to electric 


Passengers depart a train at the San Francisco Caltrain station in Mission Bay, 
where diesel fumes waft through the air up to 20 hours per day during the week. 


“It wouldn’t be so bad if we were dealing 
with a less-dangerous chemical, but diesel is poison.” 


Toby Levine, Mission Bay resident who is leading a neighborhood campaign 
to get Caltrain to minimize the emissions from its locomotives 


By Rachel Swan 


Toby Levine braced for 
noise and pollution 10 years 
ago when she moved into San 
Francisco’s Mission Bay neigh- 
borhood, two blocks away 
from the Caltrain station at 
Fourth and Townsend streets. 

Yet the pervasiveness of the 
diesel dust surprised her. It 
frosted the geraniums on her 
balcony and caused the leaves 
of the podocarpus trees to 
droop and turn brown. It 
stuck to her windows, freckled 
her neighbors’ deck furniture 
and collected in air vents. 

“Tt wouldn’t be so bad if we 
were dealing with a less-dan- 
gerous chemical, but diesel is 
poison,” said Levine, who for 
years has led a neighborhood 
campaign to get Caltrain to 
minimize the emissions from 
its locomotives while neigh- 
bors wait for the rail system to 
go electric in 2022. 

At the San Francisco sta- 
tion, which has 12 tracks, the 
first trains start rolling around 
4:10 a.m. every weekday, and 
the last one pulls in at 12:05 

Mission Bay continues on A9 


Onslaught of visitors 
gradually destroying 
once-elusive redwoods 


INSIDE 


» Raiders brawl, win: After a first- 
quarter fight, Oakland keeps playoff 
chances alive by beating Denver. B1 


» 49ers fall: Only bright spot for 
1-10 team is last-play TD from QB- 


By Lizzie Johnson 


For years, the Grove of Ti- 
tans was barely more than a 
myth. Incredibly old. Incred- 
ibly large. And incredibly hard 
to find. 

It used to be that the group- 
ing of eight old-growth red- 
wood trees deep within Jede- 
diah Smith Redwoods State 
Park near Crescent City (Del 
Norte County) could be 
reached only by following 
clues in a book about tree 
hunters. There were no direct 
hiking trails, and the nearest 
road was miles away. 

Then, in 2011, someone 
uploaded a geotag marking the 
trees’ location online. As many 
as 50 people a day began find- 
ing their way to the grove and 


loving it to death. 

The onslaught of tourists 
bushwhacking through the 
rain forest is slowly killing the 
giant trees, park officials say. 
The damage can be reversed 
by building elevated walkways 
and viewing platforms, similar 
to the ones used at Muir 
Woods, they say. But it’s going 
to cost more than $1.4 million. 

The Redwood Parks Con- 
servancy, the nonprofit paired 
with the state park, is crowd- 
funding part of its construc- 
tion. So far, the group has 
raised $14,940. There is no 
timeline for when the project 
will begin or finish, and there 
is little state funding available. 

There are many trees in the 
park, but none quite as large 

Trees continues on A9 


Brett Silver, sector superintendent for California State Parks, 
stands on the trail to the once-hard-to-find Grove of Titans. 


Joanna Di Tommaso / Redwood Parks Conservancy 


of-the-future Jimmy Garoppolo. B1 


>> Sexual harassment Longest-serv- 
ing member of Congress leaves com- 
mittee amid ethics investigation. A5 


» Matier & Ross: AC Transit buses 
may not pull into the new Transbay 
Transit Center until June. C1 


Weather 


Decreasing clouds. 
a Highs: 56-65. 
Lows: 36-49. 
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